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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OSLO 02449 22I118Z 
ACTION SNM-05 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 EA-12 NEA-II 10-14 ISO-00 DEAE-00 
CIAE-00 INR-10 JUSE-00 NSAE-00 CTME-00 TRSE-00 
ICA-20 NSC-05 OES-07 OMB-OI /098 W 

076845 221254Z/45 

R 22I040Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY OSLO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5835 
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS OSLO 2449 

FOR S/NM 

COPENHAGEN FOR DEA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, NO, SN 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED NORWEGIAN POPPY STRAW FACTORY PN SINGAPORE 

REE: STATE 114892 

1 . EMBOFF DISCUSSED WEIDER PHARMACEUTICAL PLANT IN 
SINGAPORE WITH MFA SENIOR DEVELOPMENT ADVISER JON AASE 
MAY 19 PER REQUEST REFTEL. AASE REPORTED GON IS NOT 
CONCERNED IN THE LEAST THAT BY-PRODUCTS PROM WEIDER 
PLANT IN SINGAPORE COULD BE DIVERTED TO ILLEGAL DRUG 
TRADE. WEIDER, ACCORDING TO AASE, IS OLD, REPUTABLE 
NORWEGIAN FIRM THAT WILL USE SAME TIGHT CONTROLS IN 
SINGAPORE THAT PREVAIL IN NORWAY. THERE IS ALSO 
ABSOLUTELY NO POSSIBILITY THAT GON WOULD WITHDRAW CAPITAL 
EXPORT LICENSE OR LOAN GUARANTEES FROM WEIDER, AASE SAID. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 OSLO 02449 221118Z 


2. AASE ALSO NOTED THAT IN HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH 
NORWEGIAN EXPERTS IN NARCOTICS FIELD, AS WELL AS WITH 
US AND UN EXPERTS AT MARCH 1978 UN DRUG COMMISSION 
MEETING IN GENEVA, HE DETECTED NO CONCERN THAT OPERATION 
OF WEIDER PLANT IN SINGAPORE WOULD AFFECT OPIUM POPPY 
PRODUCTION IN EAST ASIA IN ANY WAY. 
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